Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.119; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0.
In the title boron-dipyrromethene derivative, C 17 H 16 BF 2 N 3 , the benzene ring and the boron-dipyrromethene mean plane form a dihedral angle of 55.82 (8) . In the crystal, pairs of C-HÁ Á ÁF interactions link the molecules, forming inversion dimers. Further C-HÁ Á ÁF interactions link the dimers into a three-dimensional network. 
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Experimental
Crystal data C 17 H 16 BF 2 N 3 M r = 311.14 Monoclinic, P2 1 =c a = 7.8033 (6) Å b = 25.524 (2) Å c = 9.9776 (5) Å = 128.671 (4) V = 1551.5 (2) Å 3 Z = 4 Mo K radiation = 0.10 mm À1 T = 295 K 0.30 Â 0.20 Â 0.20 mm
Data collection
Bruker SMART APEX CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.972, T max = 0.981 11054 measured reflections 2736 independent reflections 2025 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.027 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.041 wR(F 2 ) = 0.119 S = 1.03 2736 reflections 210 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.16 e Å À3 Á min = À0.14 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry codes: (i) Àx; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1; (ii) Àx; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 2.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2002); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2002); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. supplementary materials Acta Cryst. (2013) . E69, o781 [doi:10.1107/S1600536813010404] 12-Dimethylamino-2,2-difluoro-8-phenyl-1λ 5 ,3-diaza-2λ 4 -boratricyclo-[7.3.0.0 3,7 ]dodeca-1(12),4,6,8,10-pentaen-1-ylium Zhao-Yun Wang Comment Fluorescent dyes, especially 4,4-difluoro-4-bora-3a,4a-diaza-s-indacene (BODIPY), have been led to the increased research interest in these molecules lately, BODIPYs have found wide applications in fluorescence labels and biomolecular sensors (Trieflinger et al., 2005) , due to their remarkable properties, including large molar absorption coefficient, sharp fluorescence emissions, high fluorescence quantum yields, and high photophysical stability. As part of our ongoing studies (Jiao et al., 2011) , we have obtained the title compound, and report its molecular structure here (Fig.   1 ). The bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges. By short contact C1-H1···F2 i = 2.512Å, molecule forms 10members centrosymmetrical dimers. Next short contact C17-H17···F2 ii = 2.491Å form a three-dimensional network, which seem to be very effective in the stabilization of the crystal structure ( Fig. 2 ). Symmetry codes: (i) -x, 2-y, 1-z; (ii) -
Experimental
To 4,4-difluoro-8-phenyl-4-bora-3a,4a-diaza-s-indacene (134 mg, 0.5 mmol) in 3 ml of DMF. was added Potassium tertbutoxide (561 mg, 5 mmol). After stirring at 323 k for 3 h, the reaction was monitored by TLC, then the mixture was poured into water (50 ml), adjusted pH value to 7 with hydrochloric acid and extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 (3×30 ml). Organic layers were combined, dried over Mg 2 SO 4 , and evaporated to dryness under vacuum. Purification was performed by column chromatography on silica gel using hexane / CH 2 Cl 2 (v/v, 2:1) as eluent, from which the desired product was obtained in 51% yield (80 mg).
Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C -H = 0.93Å with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic H and C-H = 0.96Å with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H. The packing diagram of the title compound. Short H···F contacts are showed by dashed lines. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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